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In 2009, he was appointed to middle/high
school principal and in 2013 became the su-
perintendent. Dr. Newton has dedicated his
career in public education to creating a posi-
tive school environment, increasing the grad-
uation rate, and allowing students to excel.

Dr. Newton serves his community outside of
his job with a membership in the Exchange
Club, Kiwanis Club, and as a Board member
for the Northtowns Boys and Girls Club. He is
also a dedicated husband to his wife Lisa, with
whom he has a beloved daughter.

Mr. Speaker, | honor the distinguished ca-
reer of Dr. Newton as he retires from his posi-
tion as superintendent. It is with great pride
that | stand to recognize the leadership and
accomplishments of Dr. James Newton and
wish him the best in all his future endeavors.

——————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Wanderers Home Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, a remarkable house of
worship in Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

The Wanderers Home Missionary Baptist
Church has a rich history, which is a legend
within itself. At the turn of the twentieth cen-
tury, a group of Christian leaders and laymen,
some early settlers and others who migrated
to the town of Mound Bayou, were led by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit to come together
to organize a church in the year of 1908.
Some acquired land and others share-cropped
farms outside of the town limit. There was no
church in the near vicinity of their homes, and
means of transportation was limited. There
had been a yearning for a place to fellowship
and worship, and to praise and give thanks
unto the Almighty God for His goodness.
Coming together in the home of early settlers
Mr. and Mrs. Wash and Kerri Mosley, led to
fruitful discussions and plans to lay the foun-
dation for what was to become their own place
of worship, the Wanderers Home Missionary
Baptist Church.

Initially, the church was located on the north
side of Township Road, but later relocated to
the south side of the road where they pur-
chased land and built a church. The land was
sold and later rebuilt back on the north side,
its present location.

The late Reverend W.M. Wilson was named
the first pastor and began with a small group
of faithful members under the most humble
circumstances and with lots of faith in God. As
the town of Mound Bayou became a major
tourist attraction, with the growing population
and industrial development, the membership
at Wanderers Home grew rapidly.

The pulpit has been graced with some of
the most remarkable preachers and ministers.
The late Reverend Thornton, Reverend H.H.
Humes, Reverend W.M. Stampley, Reverend
W.M. Walden, Reverend Richardson, Rev-
erend Zack Pittman, Reverend T.F. Ham-
mond, Reverend C.H. Moreland, (who served
as pastor for twenty-six years), Reverend An-
drew Hawkins and Reverend Willie J. Jackson
(the current pastor), was called as the leader
of the congregation in 1991.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Under the leadership of Pastor Moreland, a
fellowship hall was added to the church as the
need for a place to extend their fellowship be-
yond the sanctuary. Under the leadership of
Pastor Jackson, many accomplishments have
taken place: Wanderers Home became the
first church in Mound Bayou to have full-time
worship services; incorporated 4th Sunday
Broadcast Worship Service; started weekly
bible class for adults and youths; and orga-
nized and increased Youth ministry activities.

The sanctuary was renovated with stained
glass windows and new pews. Due to growth
in membership the church purchased a van to
transport elderly and youth parishioners.

Over the years, the church has reached be-
yond its walls to support the community, fami-
lies, other communities throughout Bolivar and
surrounding counties through its Missionary
Ministry, as well as its Youth and Adult min-
istries.

Wanderers Home supported and been ac-
tively involved as a member of the Bolivar
County Baptist Association since its organiza-
tion, as well as a member of the State and
National Congress of Christian Education.
Many of its members have and continue to
serve in leadership roles as leaders, teachers,
and auxiliary heads in the organization.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Wanderers Home Missionary
Baptist Church for their spiritual enhance-
ments in Mound Bayou, the surrounding com-
munities and the State of Mississippi.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a historic church,
Sweet Canaan Church of God in Christ. It has
shown what can be done through the years of
dedication of a progressive church.

The historic Sweet Canaan Church of God
in Christ is the second oldest Church of God
in Christ in the World and is located at 1946
Bellbottom Road in Lexington, MS 39095.

“The first church added to the number pro-
fessing sanctification was located in Carroll
(Holmes) County sixteen or seventeen miles
north of Lexington, Mississippi.” This state-
ment is from the book: “Fifty Years Achieve-
ment from 1906-1956 A PERIOD IN HIS-
TORY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST.” The Editorial note stated: The His-
toric Sweet Canaan church is located near the
Carroll County line, but it is actually in north-
ern Holmes County just south of Carroll Coun-
t

ySweet Canaan began as a little prayer mis-
sion in a wayside house of Professor Allen
Taylor. Allen Taylor's property was located on
Bell Bottom Road which is located about ten
to fifteen miles north of Lexington. During
those days Elder Morgan Wiliams was in
charge of the small congregation. In the year
1909, the prayer mission decided to organize
itself and the name Sweet Canaan was cho-
sen. Prior to selecting the name Sweet
Canaan, the church was known as the “Col-
ored Sanctified Church.” It was through con-
tinuous fervent prayer that other community
people soon joined the early saints.

E493

The present site of Sweet Canaan was once
the spot where cattle of Professor Taylor
grazed. Professor Taylor donated the land to
the church for the sum of twenty dollars
($20.00); a legal formality.

Although the small congregation did not
have seats, the community was blessed. Mr.
Isaac Randle was given a few dollars to bring
some sweet gum logs to be used as seats in
the prayer mission. Recognizing the small
congregation’s perseverance, Bishop Charles
Harrison Mason, Founder of the Church Of
God In Christ, appointed Elder Jeffery A.
Lewis as their first pastor. He was also ap-
pointed the first Overseer of the State of Mis-
sissippi. At that time, the whole state was
under one jurisdiction.

Sweet Canaan is blessed to have had its
first three pastors to serve as state overseers;
they were Elder Jeffery Lewis, Elder Stephen
Rice, and Elder James Henderson. Sweet
Canaan is also blessed to have had the juris-
dictional supervisor of women for northern
Mississippi, Mother Sarah Ann Braggs Gaston,
as a member during her youth. Bishop Tim-
othy Titus, Prelate of Northern Mississippi Ju-
risdiction, preached at Historic Sweet Canaan
during his early years as a young preacher.
The late Bishop Louis Henry Ford, former Pre-
siding Bishop of the Church of God in Christ,
often talked about his experience when he
preached at Sweet Canaan, when he was a
child and a student at Saint Academy and Col-
lege in Lexington.

The first State Holy Convocation of the
Church Of God In Christ was held at Historic
Sweet Canaan.

Former Pastors of Sweet Canaan were:
Elder J.A. Lewis, Elder Stephen Rice, Elder
Fred Winans, Elder W.B. Hudges, Elder D.R.
Curry, Elder James Lee, Elder James Hender-
son, Elder D. Pitchford, Elder J.L. Pleas, Su-
perintendent Fred Wade, and currently Elder
Dr. Percy Washington, Sr.

The first deacons of Sweet Canaan were
Brother Phillip Blake, Brother Louis Brooks
and Brother Charlie Randle. Mother Abbie
Banks was the church mother.

Some of the early saints of Sweet Canaan
were: Professor Allen Taylor, Brother Louis
Brooks, Brother Willis Randle, Brother Frank
Blake, Brother Jessie Banks, Brother Frank
Hoover, Brother Ben Simmons, Mother Sara
Booker, Mother Ina Jenkins, Mother Ida Wil-
son, Mother Abbie Banks, Mother Ella Taylor,
Mother Emma Brooks, and Deacon Payton
Smith.

The present pastor, Elder Dr. Percy Louis
Washington, was appointed to serve on May
18, 2003 by Bishop T.T. Scott. Pastor Wash-
ington and his lovely wife, Glenda, have five
sons and nine grandchildren.

He and the Sweet Canaan congregation
have worked hard together to preserve the
history of Sweet Canaan by enclosing the
whole building inside the Dr. Tyree and Mary
Carr Multipurpose Building. The beautiful Carr
Multipurpose Building houses not only the en-
tire historic church, but it houses the fellow-
ship hall, residential quarters, office, and
classroom space.

On July 18, 2013, Bishop Charles Edward
Blake, the Pastor of West Angeles Cathedral
in Los Angeles, California, and the Presiding
Bishop of the Church of God in Christ, Inc.,
visited Historic Sweet Canaan. They were
joined at Sweet Canaan by General Board
Members, Bishop Brandon Porter of Memphis,
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